
 Nicholas and Susanna (Friedman) Gaul

Elizabeth John Marie Jacob and Marie (Hunter) Theodore and Jacob Joseph Nicholas
William and Catherine (Schechinger) Peter and Elizabeth (Schechinger)John and Odelia (Schnuettgen) Paul Francis and Magdalena (Heinzlmeier)

Lipharda Elizabeth (Zimmerman) Isidore Nicholas Cyril Nicholas Wilfrid Nicholas
Lawrence George Sylvester George Valerie Marie (Zimmerman) Gregory Michael
JosephNicholas Ferdinand Henry Roman Anthony Rita Mary
Aloys Peter Hilary William Marian Kathryn (Marshall) Mildred Rose (Gromak)
Odelia Marie (Foxhoven) Cornelius John Colette (Butterfield) Irene Odelia (Goetzinger)
Marie Adelaide Francis Paul Verner  Peter Lucille Mary (Stangl)
Suzanne Magdeline Joseph Dewie Joseph Joseph Henry
Anthony Vitus Gerald Vitus John Mark Paul Urban

` Pauline Lucille (McAndrews) Adelaide Marie (Croghan) AngelaTherese Donald Isidore
Genevieve Helen (Scheuring) Peter Joseph Joanne Elizabeth (Harding)
Agnes Maxine (Retz) Leo Isidore
Ivo Lawrence Charles Sylvester
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Congratulations and A Special
WELCOME TO THE CLAN

To Drew, Haley and Alex Bladt
Greg and Tammy (Foxhoven) Bladt of Harlan, Iowa

proudly announce the birth of their triplets at Methodist
Hospital in Omaha, Nebraska on September 15, 2004. Drew
Jacob born at 7:29 a.m. weighed 4 pounds, 10 ounces. Haley
Grace born at  7:30 a.m.  weighed 3 pounds, 15 ounces. Alex
Joshua born at 7:31 a.m. weighed 4 pounds, 2 ounces.

Their grandparents are Gail and Betty Foxhoven of
Earling, Iowa and Curt and Jill Bladt of Harlan, Iowa. Their
great-grandparents are Bud and Bernice Bissen of Defiance,
Iowa and Mac and Bea Coon of Sioux City, Iowa.

Tammy has returned to work at Myrtue Memorial
Hospital in Harlan as a night nurse. Greg has his own
construction company called BLASTE Construction, based
out of Harlan. (William, Odelia, Gail, Tammy, Drew  and
Haley and Alex)
Marthann Kohl-Fuhs  made this observation: Besides being husband and wife, Tammy’s parents are also related 3 ways:
(“Marthann, I had not realized the triple relationship.... I knew of the relationship  through my grandfather and his sister
Maria Anna (nee Gaul) Bissen, but did not realize the relationship through the Blum ancestor. That relationship also
resonates with you, Pete, doesn’t it! So you are truly triply related. I, on the other hand, am only doubly related.
Fascinating!”   Dewie)

1. Gail William FOXHOVEN and Elizabeth Ann “Betty” BISSEN  are 3rd cousins.
Their common ancestors are Johann Wilhelm GAUL  and Anna Albertina THIENNES.
Lines of Descent from Johann Wilhelm GAUL  & A A THIENNES

Nicholas GAUL  b.1851 Anna Maria (Mary) GAUL  b.1861
William GAUL  b.1878 Joseph John BISSEN  b.1895
Odelia Marie GAUL  b.1916 Leonard “Bud” BISSEN  b.1922
Gail William FOXHOVEN  b.1947 Elizabeth Ann “Betty” BISSEN b.1948

2. Gail William FOXHOVEN and Elizabeth Ann “Betty” BISSEN are 3rd cousins.
Their common ancestors are Joseph BLUM and Katherina KAUFMAN.

Lines of Descent from Joseph BLUM & Katherina KAUFMAN
Elizabeth BLUM  b.1865 Benedictus J. BLUM  b.1872
Catherine SCHECHINGER  b.1887 Antoinette Marie BLUM  b.1904
Odelia Marie GAUL  b.1916 Bernice Ann KENKEL  b.1925
Gail William FOXHOVEN  b.1947 Elizabeth Ann “Betty” BISSEN  b.1948

3. Gail William FOXHOVEN  and Elizabeth Ann “Betty” BISSEN  are 4th cousins 1 time removed.
Their common ancestors are Peter FINCKEN  and Gertrude KRAEMER (CREMER)

Lines of Descent from Peter FINCKEN  & KRAEMER (CREMER)
Mathias Joseph FINKEN  b.1821 Anne Marie FINKEN  b.1815
Anna Maria FINKEN  b.1848 Magdalena NOLLES  b.1846
Anna Mathilda KUHL  b.1887 Anna Marie SCHWARTE  b.1875
Laverne Michael FOXHOVEN  b.1914 Antoinette Marie BLUM  b.1904
Gail William FOXHOVEN  b.1947 Bernice Ann KENKEL  b.1925
Elizabeth Ann “Betty” BISSEN  b.1948

Tammy and Greg with Drew, Haley and Alex
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  John’s Story Corner
Another story about a near fatal

experience of my old boss and mentor ,
Albert Schumacker, while he was
employed at the Chicago, U.S. Cold

Storage plant.

As I mentioned in the first part of
this tale, the engine room of the original
Chicago plant had five 2-stage horizontal
double acting ammonia compressors. The
flywheels on these compressors, which
also acted as a drive pulley, were twenty-
two feet in diameter and had a thirty six-
inch wide rim face to accommodate a 30-
inch wide drive belt. The 500 horsepower
synchronous motors belted to these
compressors sat up on five-foot high
pedestals and drove them at a leisurely 36
revolutions per minute through a 118-foot
leather belt. The flywheel/belt pits were
about five feet wide and 12 feet deep with
an elaborate waist high guard rail around
them to prevent working souls from falling
in and/or becoming entangled in the drive
belt.

These flywheel/belt pits were
accessible through passageways connect-
ing to a basement, which ran the length on
the engine room. In this basement there
was a small steam boiler and all the oil
collecting vessels, oil drain lines and
valves serving the ammonia refrigeration
coils of this eight-story cold storage
warehouse. Also a home built state-of-the-

art, ammonia/oil separating and filtering
system was located in this basement.

Draining oil from the refrigeration
system, separating it from the ammonia
refrigerant with heat from a steam coil and
then filtering it for reuse was part of
Albert's job as an oiler .

One night Albert was down in this
basement draining oil into a holding vessel
and filtering a batch of oil from the
previous night's draining when a packing
gland on one of the many ammonia valves
began to leak. Albert grabbed a pipe
wrench and gave the leaking gland a quick
tightening twist, only to have the top of
the valve gland to break off. Now he really
had a leak. And to make matters worse,
this leak, which was spurting both liquid
ammonia and gas, was between him and
the stairway up to the engine room. What
to do? His first reaction was to SHOUT,
call for help! Which he did, but with no
response. This long narrow basement
room was rapidly filling with ammonia gas
and Albert did not have a gas mask. His
next thought was to run into one of the
flywheel/belt pits of an idle compressor
and climb the flywheel spokes to safety.
But then he remembered that all the
compressors were on the line. Blast-the-
blast! However they only ran at 36 RPM,
so he thought he might be able to jump on
the rim of the flywheel and ride it up. But
when confronted with the actual rim speed
of this flywheel, he decided that catching a
ride on it wasn't the best idea. He knew
that ammonia gas rises, so the engineer on
duty should soon smell it and hear his
shouts for help. However that didn't
happen as the engineer was up on the
seventh floor of the warehouse adjusting
some valves. Albert knew that if he wanted
to go on living, he'd have to walk, run or
crawl through this ammonia leak, and
soon! He said he crawled on his hands and
knees thinking there might be more
breathable air near the floor. There may
have been, in theory, however there was
also some liquid ammonia there too as his
hands, arms and knees got severely
burned. But he made it through, made it up

the stairway to the engine room and out to
the condenser water pond into which he
jumped with all his clothes on.

The water neutralized the ammonia,
however when Albert told me this story I
perhaps 30 years after the fact, his hands
and portions of his arms still didn't have
any pigment and never tanned. I visited
this plant in 1962 and while there I was
given a walk-through which included a
tour of the basement and the flywheel/belt
pits. I had to agree with Albert, there was
no way a soul, even in desperation, would
have, could have rode that flywheel to
safety .Mercy!

During this visit I was also told the
number of steer hides required to make
those long wide drive belts, however I
have since forgotten the number. But I do
remember it being said that they watched
the leather market quite closely prior to
ordering a new belt.

During the eighties and early nineties
I spent a great deal of time in Chicago at
the new U.S Cold Storage plant, however
while there I never sought out that old
original plant (which I now deeply regret). I
do understand however that some years
before U.S. Cold built their new plant they
had expanded at their original location by
buying a cold storage plant across the
street. One of the compressors from this
annexed plant was shipped to our Kansas
City plant. When I saw it there it was 59
years old, but still ticking over as new. In
fact the factory lathe marks were still
visible on the crosshead.

. . . John Gaul

Did your
address change?

If yours did, e-mail or drop me a
line. If your children no longer

live at home, send us their
correct address. Thanks!
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Congratulations To
The Graduates

Jeffrey Michael Zimmerman graduated
from St Michael’s Home School near
Westphalia Iowa in June 2004. He plans
to attend Iowa Western Community

College in
Council Bluffs
this fall. Jeff has
been active in 4-
H and serves on
the 4-H county
council. He also
serves as
treasurer for his
local 4-H club.

He has shown cattle, hogs, rabbits, dog,
photography, and aerospace projects at
the fair. Jeff also has taken many
woodworking projects to the county fair
one of which has gone on to the 2003
state fair. Last year he was honored
with distinguished County LaVerne
Obrecht 4-H Award. Jeff is the son of
Paul and Arlene Zimmerman of Earling,
Iowa and the grandson of Bernard and
Valerie (Gaul) Zimmerman of
Westphalia. (John, Valerie, Paul, Jeffrey)

The annual 2 day Ferd Gaul family Olympics started at Debbie’s July 17, 2004. Here
is a picture of some of Dorothy Gaul’s grandchildren taken at the beach after the sand
castle building contest.

Kimberly Gaul  graduated from Johnson
County Community College in Overland
Park, Kansas
with her
Associates of
Arts Degree
on May 21,
2004. She is a
member of Phi
Theta Kappa.
Kimberly is
currently
attending the
University of
Missouri in
Kansas City. There she will be working
towards her Bachelors of Business
Administration with an emphasis in
Finance. She has received three
Scholarships to UMKC. Kimberly is the
daughter of Robert and Linda Gaul of
Olathe, Kansas and the granddaughter
of Peter and Hilary Mae Gaul of
Melbourne, Florida. (Peter, Peter,
Robert, Kimberly)

Matt Gaul , son of David and Alma
Gaul of Bettendorf, Iowa, received the
Eagle Scout award in a court of honor
ceremony Sunday in Schuetzen Park in
Davenport, Iowa.

The Eagle is the highest rank of Boy
Scouting.

Matt has been involved in Scouting
since 2002
and is a
member of
Troop 89,
Bettendorf.

He
earned the
Eagle rank
by complet-
ing all the
rank
require-
ments,
earning 39 merit badges and completing a
community service project. For his project,
Matt planned for, and supervised, the
restoration of 152 feet of walking trail at
Schuetzen Park. This included building
handrails, installing mulched steps and
planting ground cover for erosion control.

The project took 162 hours, including
more than 100 hours donated by 20
volunteer Scouts and adult leaders.

In his Scouting career, Matt has held
the leadership positions of Senior Patrol
Leader in his troop, and Assistant Senior
Patrol Leader at the Pine Tree Leadership
Training course held annually at Loud
Thunder Scout Camp. He also was the Pine
Tree Honor Scout in 2003.

He is a member of the Order of the
Arrow and has participated in several high
adventure treks, including backpacking at
the Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico
and canoeing in the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area of Minnesota.

Matt is a sophomore at Bettendorf
High School where he is an honor roll
student and a member of the swim team.
(Peter, Sylvester, David, Matthew)

Congratulations
Matt!
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WELCOME TO THE CLAN

Isabel Michaela Zimmerman, born  June
1, 2004 to Michael and Christine
Zimmerman, weighed in at 8 and one
half pounds and a height of 21and one
half inches. She joins two sisters, Emily
5 and Olivia 2 in their new home near
Liberty, Missouri. Her grandparents are
Alan and Connie Zimmerman of Council
Bluffs, Iowa (William, Lipharda, Alan,
Michael, Isabel)

Destiny Anna Pierce, born on  election
day, November 2, 2004 to Josh  and
Nicole  (Duval) Pierce of Davenport,
Iowa. She joins big brother, JJ (Joshua,
Jr.) who is 4 and sister, Jazmen, who will
be 3 in January. Her grandparents are
Dennis and Nancy (Gaul) Duvall of
Davenport. Her great grandparents are
Sylvester and Betty Gaul of Davenport.
(Peter, Sylvester, Nancy, Nicole,
Destiny)

Cadence Ann Gaul,  born to Andrew Mark
and Tandi Gaul of Dewey, Arizona on
June 14, 2004,
in Prescott,
Arizona. She
was 8 lbs. 10
oz. and 22
inches long.
Her
grandparents
are Jerry and
Nancy Gaul of
Albuquerque, New Mexico. (William,
Lawrence, Gerald, Andrew, Candence)

Rachel Marie Gaul, born on June 24, 2004
in Topeka, Kansas to Gregory and
Melinda Gaul
of Topeka. She
weighed 7 lbs.
5 oz. and was
20.5 inches
long. She is
pictured here
with her
grandfather
Jerry. Her proud big 2-year old sister is
Hannah. Her grandparents are Gerald
and Nancy Gaul of Albuquerque, New
Mexico. Rachel is their sixth grandchild.
(William, Lawrence, Gerald, Gregory,
Rachel)

Jack Gilbert married Jacqueline Ann
Mulder  on July 17, 2004 in Longmont,
Colorado. Jackie is the oldest daughter

of Paul and Joan
(Zimmerman)
Mulder of
Loveland,
Colorado. Jackie
has her B.A.
degree in
Marketing and
Computer
Graphics from
Colorado State

University and is working at Ron’s
Printing Center in Longmont, Colorado.
Jack is a student at Colorado Institute of
Arts and will graduate in 2005 with a
degree in Amination. They live in
Longmont. (William, Lipharda, Joan,
Jacqueline)

 Stacie Lynn Hornocker and Kevin John
Gaul both of Bellevue, Nebraska; were

married at St.
Mary of Nazareth
Church in Des
Moines, Iowa on
May 8, 2004.
Parents of the
couple are M.
Allen and
Georgianne
Hornocker, Des
Moines; and

Sylvia and Dennis W. Gaul, Harlan,
Iowa. Kevin’s grandmother is Sylvia
Gaul of Earling, Iowa.  Stacie was
awarded an associate of science degree
in early childhood from Des Moines
Area Community College. She is
employed as a preschool teacher for
Westside Early Childhood.The groom is
a 1999 graduate of Harlan Community
High School. Kevin is also a graduate of
Iowa State University where he received
a bachelor of science degree in
computer engineering. He is employed
as a software engineer for Northrop
Grumman Mission Systems formerly
T.R.W. of Bellevue. Stacie and Kevin
spent their honeymoon in Jamaica. The
Gauls are at home in Bellevue. (William,
Aloys, Dennis, Kevin)

Lucas Daniel Gaul, born February 13,
2004 and weighed 8 lbs, 12 oz. to Kerry
and Angie Gaul of Boise, Idaho.  He is
welcomed home by Nathan, 10, Noah, 7,
and Sophie, 2. His grandparents are
Ronald Gaul  and Nancy Gaul of Harlan,
Iowa. His great grandmother is Dorothy
Gaul of Earling, Iowa. (Peter, Ferdinand,
Ronald, Kerry, Lucas)

Alice Jean Gaul, born August 2, 2004 in
Des Moines to Nan Gaul of Des
Moines, Iowa. She weighed in at 10 lbs
2 oz and is doing great. Alice’s
grandparents are Leo and Agnes Gaul
of Harlan, Iowa. “She is loved by
siblings: Simon- Age 11 and in 6th

grade. New
interest includes
bass guitar. Eli -
Age 9 and in 3rd
grade. Eli has
decided to
pursue accoustic
guitar this year.
Susie-Age 6 and
in Kindergarten.
Susie has entered

the world of gymnastics and mostly
cartwheels instead of walking.  Sally-
Age 4 and in Preschool. Sally also is
taking gymnastics, eager to follow her
big sister. Clara-Age 3, AKA blondie.
We always joke we thought she was
switched at birth. With her personality
you would think she is a redhead!
Frannie-Age 1 1/2 and starting to try to
say every word thrown her way. Very
fun and ready to turn 2 in February.
And of course little Alice who cherishes
the moments when the kids aren’t all
over her yet happy when they are. We
continue to keep Greg with us every
day in our thoughts, prayers, and
actions. Most days it’s just still hard to
believe. . .” Nan Gaul (Peter, Leo,
Gregory, Alice)

(Social worker Greg Gaul and an Iowa
State University student Sarah Dahlke
were shot to death January 27, 2004 by
Tyler Pirtle, a young client of Greg’s.)
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Anderson Private School
website: www.andersonschool.net

WELCOME TO THE CLAN

Gabrielle Joy Marie, born July 27, 2004 at
Myrtue Hospital in Harlan, Iowa to
Jason and Erin Gaul of Harlan. She
weighs 8 lbs. and has lots and lots of
dark hair. Her grandparents are Ronald
Gaul  and Nancy Gaul of Harlan, Iowa.
Her great grandmother is Dorothy Gaul
of Earling, Iowa. (Peter, Ferdinand,
Ronald, Jason, Gabrielle)

William Geoffrey McGuire  married Kelli
Ray Miller on September 25, 2004 at
Ascension Catholic Church in
Melbourne, Florida. It was a day those
attending will not soon forget. The wind
was picking up from hurricane Jeannne
churning just off shore to the south of
Melbourne. Because of the storm, the
reception plans at the NCO Club on the

beach had to be
changed.
Evacuations
were ordered for
the beaches
including the
NCO club.
Determined that
the wedding and
reception would
go on, the
reception was

relocated to the Ascension School.
Even the Deacon performing the
wedding ceremony remarked “Kelli and
Geoff are sure a determined couple. I
had funeral scheduled for earlier and
they cancelled because of the storm.”
Kelli and Geoff were married and
everyone had a good time at the
reception. Then, as they say in Florida
everyone went home and “hunkered
down.” The storm came on shore and
struck with all its furry after midnight.
Kelli is the daughter of Julia (Gaul)
Miller of Melbourne and the grand-
daughter of Peter and Hilary Mae
(Grote) Gaul of Melbourne. (Peter, Peter,
Julia, Kelli)

Nathan Christensen married Stephanie
Gaul at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in
Earling, Iowa on April 17, 2004. Parents
of the couple are Neal Gaul, Earling and
the late Barbara Gaul and Kathi and

David
Christensen,
Harlan.
Stephanie’s
grandmother is
Sylvia Gaul of
Earling. She is a
1995 graduate of
Harlan Commu-
nity High School.
Stephanie

received a bachelor of science degree in
nursing from Nebraska Methodist
College. She is employed as a registered
nurse at The Nebraska Medical
Center.Nathan is a 1994 graduate of
Harlan Community High School. Nathan
is also a graduate of Buena Vista
University with a degree in psychology
and secondary education. He is em-
ployed as a mechanic at Express Lube
and Tire in  Harlan. Stephanie and
Nathan spent their honeymoon in
Nashville, TN. The Christensens reside
in Harlan.  (William, Aloys, Neal,
Stephanie)

Olivia Bell Gaul, born December 5, 2003
to Orin and Cheryl Gaul of Stillwater,
Minnesota. She is the first grandchild of
Paul and Betty Mae Gaul of Roseville,
Minnesota. (Paul, Paul, Orin, Olivia)

What Is This All

About?
See those names in the

parenthesis in this issue, like (name,
name, name)? It shows the family
linkage to the names listed at the top
of the front page. The first name is
the first genaration name, the
second name is the child, the next
name is the child’s child, etc.. As an
example, a story about my youngest
daughter would have:
(Peter,Peter,Maria).

Julia Gaul, wife of Ron Gaul of
Winlock, Washington, is the new choral
music instructor at Castle Rock elementary
and middle schools.

Julia had 10 years of experience in
banking before she went back to school. In

May 2003, she
earned kindergar-
ten through
eighth-grade
teacher certifica-
tion in Centralia
through Washing-
ton State Univer-
sity. She taught art
and music in
Rochester,

Washington last year, her first year of
teaching.

She and her husband, Ron, who
coaches and teaches art, English and
drama at Winlock High School, have two
sons, Mack, 9, and Mason, 7, and are
building a new home on Winlock-Vader
road.

Ron is the son of Mark and Sally
Gaul of  Vader, Washington and the
grandson of  Francis and Claire Gaul of
Longview, Washington. (Peter, Francis,
Mark, Ron)

Congratulations  To:

Sandy Gaul, a journalism and
English teacher at Wahlert High School in
Dubuque, Iowa, had a submission
published in the Winter 2004 edition of
Journalism Education Today, a national
magazine of the Journalism Education
Association. Gaul’s submission was a
rubric which she uses to assess her
publication students’ performance. Gaul
has advised Wahlert’s yearbook and
newspaper staffs for 25 years. (John,
Dewie Sandy)

The Gaul Newsletters can
be seen online at:

http://members.isp.com/
jrschulte@isp.com/gaulnews.htm
(one line)

John Schulte
jrschulte@isp.com
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It is time!
It is time to cease publication of the Gaul News! The July 2005 issue will be the last.

For nearly twenty years, Hilary and I have been pleased to do our little bit to share the rich heritage of the Gaul family with
all of you. Along with the rest of the Gaul family, we’ve rejoiced at the news of your marriages and the birth of your children.
We’ve celebrated your achievements and success’. And, we grieved with you when you lost a loved one. Thank you for sharing
those times with us and the whole Gaul family. But now it is time to quit.

Thank you all for your support with making the whole thing possible. Your family pictures and news are what made it all
work for so many years. A special thanks to those of you that made monetary contribution over the years.

Our love to all of you,. .. Pete and Hilary Mae Gaul

Irene ( Gaul) Goetzinger recently
celebrated her 80th birthday at a family
picnic at Emerson Park in Midland,
Michigan, hosted by her children. Irene,
daughter of Paul and Magdalena Gaul, was
born in Earling, Iowa, on July 26, 1924. She
now resides in Alma, Michigan, with her
husband Virgil and enjoys good health
and a busy lifestyle.

Shown in the picture are Irene and
Virgil with their six children,

(L to R) Joe, Gary, Diane, Judy, Don,
and Allen. (Paul, Irene)

Barney Zimmerman

Celebrated his 90th birthday on July
22.  Barney and his wife, Valerie, have

seven children:
Maribeth, John,
Rae, Paul and
Phil all of
Westphalia, Rita
Macaulay,
Omaha, NE; and
Sister Jodelle
Zimmerman,
Parkston, SD.
The couple has
12 grandchildren

and one great-granddaughter.

Barney is a retired farmer.

Paul and Betty Gaul of Roseville,
Minnesota celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on June 12th with a party at
their daughter’s house.

Paul Urban Gaul married Betty Mae
Van Ryn were married June 12, 1954 at St.
Paul, Minnesota

Their Children are Velene and Allen
Spafford of Princeton Minnesota and Orin
and Cheryl and daughter Olivia of
Stillwater, Minnesota. (Paul, Paul)

Congratulations  To:

Helen Bieker celebrated her 90th
birthday on November 21.

Helen’s five children and spouses
are Alice and Ernie Journell, Pearisburg,
VA; Dan and Jean Bieker, Harlan; Art and
Mary Bieker, Omaha; Bob and Margo

Bieker, Omaha;
and Julie and Bill
Schaben,
Defiance.

She has 12
grandchildren
and 14 great-
grandchildren.
Her husband, Ed
Bieker, is
deceased.

Sister Irene Zimmerman  cel-
ebrated her 50th Jubilee with an 11:30 a.m.
Mass on Sunday, September 5 at St.
Boniface Catholic Church in Westphalia.

She is the daughter of the late Emil
and Josephine Zimmerman. Her siblings

include Roman,
Oakland; Barney,
Westphalia; Father
Anthony, Japan; Larry,
New Richmond, WI;
Betty Gaul, Earling; and
Ann Gaul, Omaha, NE.
Deceased siblings are
Marie, Jack and Father
Al.

A School Sister of St. Francis, she
has lived her religious ministry as a
teacher, secretary, translator and writer.
Sister Irene was a counselor/tutor in
Germany from 1978-1981. Since 2003, she
has been poet in residence at Bailey’s
Harbor Retreat Center in Bailey’s Harbor,
WI. Sister Irene received a bachelor’s
degree from Alverno College in Milwau-
kee, WI; and a master’s degree from the
University of Colorado in Boulder, CO.

Sylvester Gaul

Celebrated his 90th birthday on June
19. Sylvester and his wife, Betty, have six
children: Margaret Remedios of Redding
California, Michael of Davenport, Iowa,
Suzanne Knox of East Lancing, Michigan,
David of Bettendorf, Iowa, Nancy of
Davenport, and Lynda of Phoenix,
Arozona.

“He did not want a big party, so we
had a dinner for him of just immediate
family ( 22 adults were able to attend) on
Saturday, June 18th and they came from
both coasts. The day before, as people
were arriving in town, we had a get
together at our house to include the great-
grand kids and a few others. That many
people can result in a hectic time (as you
know) but it was so good to see everyone
and Dad enjoyed himself.” Nancy said.
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From the E-Mail Bag:
One Mystery Solved

In a message dated 7/13/2004 1:05:35 AM Central Standard
Time, haffren@pt.lu writes:

Moien Dewie,

It’s a long time that we have been in touch now.

How are you today? I hope that everything is ok in Sioux
City.

I have got some news for you. I have discovered an old mail
from you daated  3/27/2002 where you asked me about Nicolas
Gaul b. 1823.

I think that I have never given you an answer about this,
because I didn’t know what he became.

Now I have discovered that he has married a girl from
Boulaide, just some miles away from my home.

Generation No. 1

1. NICOLAS GAUL (PAUL, PIERRE) was born 28/01/1823 in
Pratz, and died 25/10/1895 in Boulaide. He married
MARGARETHA KIWY 07/09/1874 in Boulaide,  daughter of
NICOLAS KIWY and SUSANNE BERINGER. She was born 31/12/
1819 in Baschleiden, and died 26/08/1894 in Baschleiden.

No children were found up to now.

I hope it helps.

Schei Greiss vu Letzebuerg

René

Dewie’s Reply:

Rene, thanks so very, very much! We have been wondering
about what happened to Peter Gaul’s twin brother for over fifty
years. He came to the USA for a time when his twin brother was
here and then went back to Luxemburg and we never knew more
about him! As page 50 of the booklet issued in connection with
The Gaul Centennial in 1952 put it:

“When we began this booklet, we presumed that our
cousins of Earling, Iowa, were descendants of that twin brother of
Grandpa Peter Gaul mentioned previously. Investigation seems to
indicate. however, that this twin brother returned to his old home
in Luxemburg, and that it was Nicholas, a son of the oldest
brother, who was the pioneer of this branch of the family.”

If Nicolas did not marry till he was 51 and his wife was 54 I
suppose there were no children. But it still great to at least know
what became of him and I am sending a copy of this to others
interested in this who also thank you most heartily for finding this
information.

Dewie

Courtney in Russia
by Ann Zimmerman Gaul

Courtney, Lee and Diane Gaul's sixteen year old daughter,
qualified this past year for the Rotary International's student
exchange program. She left in
September for a year's study in
Nakhodka in eastern Russia.
Nahodka is a seaport city
bordered by a mountain range
on the west and the Sea of
Japan on the east. Courtney
traveled via Los Angeles,
Seoul, and Vladivostok
meeting her host parents at the
airport there. From there, they
drove by car to Nakhodka. It was an arduous 30 hours but she
made it without major problems.

The following are some excerpts from her first long letter
home. "It's just Mama Elena, Papa Sasha, their psychotic cat
Mooza and me together on
Vladisvostokskia Street at the very
center of the city .There are many
apartment buildings; I live at Number
Thirteen on the third floor. The
apartment is very small, with only five
tiny rooms. My bed, when I'm not
using it, is a bench/couch in the office,
which also has a piano and a ward-
robe. My host parents sleep in the
family room. The 'bathtub' and toilet
are in different rooms and the bathtub
doubles as a sink most of the time. There are no clothes dryers
here and pants and shirts are strung out on the balcony or in front
yards.

"Pluses: Great view of the mountains and the sea from my
window; also no one thumping around upstairs, and a nice
looking Russian boy, Anton, living across the hall.

"Ah, the Russian food: No salted butter, no Twinkies, not
much meat but lots of fish (with the bones in), and veggies.
Veggies-carrots, mushrooms, beets, beans, onions and cabbage.
Bread too, truckloads of bread. Sweet bread, nasty tea bread,
crackers and cakes. Soup. Gallons of soup. Borsch, pig knuckles,
and more. And they put mayonnaise in it. They seem to regard
refrigeration with outright suspicion and distrust. No pop.
Nothing in the way of pop. There is tea, juice, water and alcohol.
Nothing else. Just gallons and gallons of tea. Russian mealtimes?
Tea all the time. Breakfast, lunch, first dinner, second dinner and
supper, we have tea."

Courtney writes of her school schedule that includes a half-
day on Saturdays. All classes are taught in Russian, of course,
but most of the teachers know some English as it is their second
language. The foreign languages are French and English. But they
are taught in Russian. Figure that one out.

It promises to be an interesting year for us (John, John, Lee,
Courtney)
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During their August 2004 trip to New York
City, Kate Bielenberg, Laura Parker and Paula
Esser visited Ellis Island and posed for a picture
by the name of their great-grandfather, Nicholas
Gaul, which is displayed on the Wall of Honor.
The sisters were joined by their daughters and
daughter-in-law. Pictured from left to right—
Christina Wells, Kate Bielenberg, Laura Parker,
Cathy De Haai, Kristi Esser, Paula Esser, Niki
Esser and Leah Esser.

While in New York, the group toured the
Empire State Building , Times Square, Central Park,
the World Trade Center site and Broadway and
attended mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.

Kate, Laura and Paula are daughters of
Pauline and the late Phil McAndrews. (Nicholas,
William, Pauline, Kate & Laura & (Paula, Cathy,
Leah, Niki, Kristi) )

(Although, my grandfather Nicholas Gaul’s name is displayed on the Wall of Honor on Ellis Island, he didn’t enter this country
through Ellis Island. In the late 1980s, when Ellis Island was being renovated, one could get a immigrant’s name listed by making a
donation to the project. I had his name listed at that time.  ...  Pete.)

McAndrews Family Visits Ellis Island


